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Santa Rosa Blvd - What You Are Not Being Told

From: james simpson (sanleanna@cox.net)

To: sanleanna@cox.net

Date: Friday, September 16, 2022 at 10:21 AM CDT

 

Message from the President
All, 
 

We had a long (2 1/2 hour) but poorly attended (approximately 30 in
person and on Zoom) OILA Membership meeting September 12. 

As for the low attendance number, I’m a bit perplexed. Many Island
Owners tell us they are not aware of the proposed lane reductions from 4
to 2 and think it is just a beautification project that widens the sidewalk
for pedestrian, bicyclists and golf cart traffic.
 

Had you attended this meeting you would have learned why OILA is
against this project. This project looks and sounds great until you have to
travel on the “New Santa Rosa Blvd”. 
 

First it presents a great hazard to anyone needing Emergency service on
SRB. This hazard magnifies the further West you live on the island.
Imagine needing a EMS ambulance that is delayed on the reduced
lanes; read Fire Chief Strawn’s letter where he states people will die due
to their Emergency vehicles having to rely on two lanes of traffic merging
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to allow their access. Where seconds count do you want to risk
emergency care in favor of a designer SRB?
 

Second visualize tourists trying to find their vacation place or delivery
trucks making left turns on just two lanes of traffic. Visualize leaving your
house/condo and trying to make a left turn onto SRB (it will be hard
enough to make a right turn). The chances of increased wrecks will
drastically increase. This also presents a greater hazard to our
pedestrians and bicyclists even though they have increased sidewalks
(which could still exist with four lanes of traffic. 
 

Third, the majority of residents/owners who recognize these hazards
have stated they are against the new SRB plans however the BCC has
unanimously voted to approve this plan. Primarily due to the silence of
residents and owners who have not stated their objections. 
 

Last, The few who are in favor of SRB’s lane reduction have not, when
asked, been able to state why they favor this plan. A most confusing
situation. 

In summary, everyone needs to become informed of the danger the lane
reductions present and become active.  Have your voices be heard; the
next County Commission Meeting is:

 

Okaloosa County Board of Commissioners
Regular Meeting (South)

9/20/2022 3:00 PM 
Okaloosa County Administration Building

1250 Eglin Parkway N   Shalimar, Florida 

 

Please consider attending and address the BCC to state your opinion on
this most important project. 
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Best to you and yours

Ed Henderson 
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